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Lmking at Tarwan's contemporary art
arena, Yao Jui-chung, with great energy
and passion in his creations, is undoubtedly
one of the most exciting artists today, and
fills this role with multiple identities -
an artist, curator, critic and art teacher.
While studyving at the National Institute
of the Arts, the predecessor of the Taipei
National University of the Arts, Yao was
active in school activities. He and his friends
organized the Tiandana Experimental Club,
which revolves around arts, drama, film and
dance. At the same time, he helped run a
mountain-climbing club. These experiences
inspired him to adopt some special topics
for use at the core of his creations, such as
the effects of the formerly taboo status of
parts of Taiwanese history, as well as rapid
political and economic changes and people’s

carelessness and indifference toward society.



Upon winning the first Taipei International
Photography Newcomer Award in 1992,
Yao officially entered the art arena. He
later helped create the 1997 La Biennale di
Venezia Taiwan Pavilion as well as numerous
international exhibits over the past 20 years.
He even exhibited more than 50 pieces of art
within a single year. His works have been
purchased by organizations such as the Taipei
Fine Arts Museum, Kaohsiung Museum of
Fine Arts, National Taiwan Museum of Fine
Arts, Queensland Art Gallery {Australia),
Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art (U.5.),
and Bibliothéque Nationale de France. His
works also occasionally appear in auction
markets, selling for good prices.

One good example 15 Yao's Heaven,
which sold at the *Asia Modern and
Contemporary Art Auction,” held by the
Zhong Cheng Auction in autumn 2016, The
large-scale photographic work comprises
dozens of images collected from various
parts of Taiwan. The content represents a
surrealistic space. The gold foil in the work
represents the gap of Taiwan's humanities
and natural landscape, imparting a sense
of absurdity. Yao said: “In the temporary
shelter where souls escape reality, humanity
is replaced by people’s hidden desires.

Whether a decadent paradise, abandoned

i GREABS -
Yao's My Eight Day
Weekend

idol gods or insolent monsters, all represent
uninhabited alienation states. Images are
no longer just images; they connect to
each other in various areas and create new
syntaxes and world views. And this is just a
starting point. A new paradise is waiting for
you, though we have never seen a real one.”
The painting is sold for NT$2.4 million.
Considering the recent economic downturn,
the sale price was indeed quite remarkable.

In 2007, he was invited to participate in the
Glenfiddich Artists in Residence Programme,
promoted by the famous Scotch brand.
Surrounded by Scotland’s unique natural
scenery, Yao developed his sketching skills
by simply using a pen and paper to capture
his experiences and memories — with a style
inspired by traditional Chinese paintings. This
gives his paintings both an ancient and modem
style, dancing between reality and imagination.
The traces of life seem clearer through the
lines in Yao's paintings. For example, Yao's
recent exhibition, Eight Days a Weekend,
explores his mood. As he entered middle age
and became a father — and saw his children
grow up — Yao experienced deep changes
in his entire life and the pace of his life.
Through the exhibition, which shows a much
more childlike disposition compared with his

previous works, Yao delves into these changes.

sREEeR (WW -2 AE®EY - Yao's Superman Daddy

Yao's work Eight Davs a Weekend, with
the same name as the exhibition, is a long
scroll painting. It depicts Yao's life with
his friends before getting married. The
topics include going to hot springs, singing
loudly without inhibition, writing One
Hundred Reasons to Live in Taipei, visiting
ruins to take photos and playing mahjong
with art circle friends during every Mid-
Autumn Festival. All of these have become
specific symbols of freedom for Yao. In the
painting, you can see the spirit of ancient
scholars gathering at Lanting. In the Baby
series, Yao brings together many cartoon
characters familiar to children. By placing
these characters in mountains and rural
scenery, Yao highlights the obvious contrast
between reality and imagination and shows
his pure, romantic imagination. Life is short;
therefore, being true to yourself is very
important. If you like, you're welcome to

Yao's paradise on Earth; enjoy your visit, [
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