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Psychological warfare is the most tormenting, and usually the prereq-
uisite condition for victory in war. Slogans, are therefore, one of the
fastest and most convenient propaganda methods. They concisely pub-
licize the collective beliefs of an era or disclose certain duties, but in
actual fact unable to conceal the fear and anxiety embedded within;
slogans become publicized and forcibly implemented by the
government. In daily life, they were the constant reminders, invasions,
operatives; political ideologies are constantly being monitored to en-
sure that they remain "correct". Even when the slogan represents a lie,
it allows the governing to feel assured and being in control.

Ubiquitous military and political slogans are usually stereotyped, but
for one to spot them on residences seems quite odd. However, it is
precisely these sentiments which make me feel an absurdity that is
hidden in the past. The passing of time has led to this withdrawal, fill-
ing me with sadness. The slogan is the highest directive, infallibly
correct, an irreplaceable authority, the only way to exist, surpassing
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1. K FEL s T B o IR ST 1 I SRR P AU LE AL AR
E I RZ A i 2 </ Matzu was filled with military slogans during the Cold
War period. The images on the wall show nuclear explosions in a biochemical train-
ing field of Nangang.

the power of Constitutions and Laws. Undoubtedly, its influence to us
can be compared to Buddhism's old saying, "Do good reap good, do
evil reap evil" or Christianity's "Jesus is the path to eternal life".

Unknowingly, signs of slogans across Taiwan have disappeared; which,
under today's context, seem like unfulfilled self-hypnosis even though
things have not changed so much. Yet, as a matter of fact, today's ad-
vertisements have simply replaced slogans of the past as we are being
brain-washed with or without our consent. In truth, slogans are the
crudest, least ineffective method of brain-washing, and mostly for self-
assurance. However, slogans are simple to memorize like passwords,
surfacing from time to time in our subconsciousness. Like secret
passwords, perhaps this is the magnetism of slogans; as they carry the
pains of history and heal our unfulfilled wishes that lie in the unreach-
able past.(Translated by Sasha Wang ]
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on the wall of a house in Chin-bi village on Matzu. Gradually, the slogan, li
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Island in the distance, have been forgotten as time passes.
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Chen-Kuan military leisure center, drowned amidst the fauna, a mark of respect to invis-

ible ghosts.
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IR NRAY{S & © / "Obedience to the Leader”, a slogan on the ruins of a dwelling

in Kinmen. A testament to the notions installed into the people at the time.
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ARAETT 2 MR SR IR AR  / "Save our Chinese compatriots”, a
slogan on the ruins of a dwelling on Green Island in Kinmen, which sounds ridiculous in
present times.
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